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REDUNDANCY

(1) In information theory, the enrichment of information in a
message to protect it from degradation by noise. O

(2) In cybernetics, usage (1) is familiar, but the term is also
applied to extra channels in a network that are intended to guard O
a whole system against the failure of an en- '

tire channel. It is possible to calculate 5 _f \‘..‘....u..__.....t.',
mathematically how much redundancy is requlred e \ //":‘ ,::m\
to reduce the risk of a mistake (getting the ‘K f’\m/“"‘"‘"
message wrong in (1), or failure of the sys- N
tem in (2)) to an arbitrarily small degree. .....:;../ﬂ\....,..

[s.B.]
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