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UNDERSTAND ING

The name given that aséect of MODELLING WITHING CONTEXTS of
a modelling system (such as the brain) which develops the patch-
quilts of sub-models that allow the system to fine-tune the contextg;)
of predicting the unknown (be it the unknown

of a process in nature or the metaphysical : um.n;:E:5:>

unknowns such as man's relation to the order \\\‘4/.lw.~<:; —
i i ' L N i

of the universe and of life and death). o U L e e

[J.K.] O
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LEARNING

The balance of knowledge is determined by the ratio of two
kinds of learning in a society. The first is a result of intel-
lection which is a creative action of people on their environment.
The second represents the result of man's trivialization by means
of a manufactured milieu., The first kind of learning takes place
in the personal involvement of people with each other and from
their use of convivial tools; the second accrues to them as a
result of purposeful andvprogrammed training to which they are
subjected. The relation between what can be learned from ordinary
living and what must be learned as a result of intentional teach-
ing differs widely with place and time.

Total learning expands when the range of spontaneous learning
widens along with access to an incréasing number of taught skills:
both liberty and discipline then flower. This expansion of the
balance of learning cannot go on forever. It is self-limiting.

It can be optimized, but it cannot be forcibly extended. One
reason it that man's life-span is limited. Another, just as in-
exorable, is that the specialization of tools and the division

of labor reinforce each other: when centralization and special-
ization grow beyond a certain point, they require highly programmed
operators and clients. In a society where this occurs, more of
what each man must know is then due to what another man has design-
ed and has obtained the power to force on him. The balance of
learning deteriorates: it is skewed in favor of "education”.
Peéple come to feel that they need "education". Learning thus be-
comes a commodity and, like any commodity that is

marketed, it becomes scarce. The prevalence of welstemmiviatiig)

education’ in the balance of learning paralyzes g im————

man's poetic ability, his pawer to endow the
world with his personal meaning. {[I.I.]



LEARNING

Learning is a word used to describe some
of those situations where an organsim behaves
differently before and after an exposure to
the environment. I once put down everything
I knew about learning in 2 articles which
you can read if you like. Both are in The
Neurosciences; in the 1967 volume (Quar;;;,
Melnechuk, Schmitt, eds.) see p. 637; in the
1970 volume (Schmitt, ed.) see p. 161 and p.

289. [R.G.]

LEARNING

‘A term covering essentially all types of

irreversible biological plasticity and rigidity

at all levels of biological behavior organiza-

tion (from micro to macro levels; from milli-

seconds to years). [K.W.]

LEARNING MODEL
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My requirements of specifications for such a model include

such notions as the following:

1. That the model shall accomodate interaction (mutual

adaptation or the reverse) between organism and environment.
"Learning" shall not be restricted to apply only to changes in
the adaptive-maladaptive adaptation between organism and environ-

ment.,

2. "Learning" shall include all receipt of information from

the environment or receipt of information by one part of the

brain (or body) from another part.

3. The information received shall be
defined as to logical typing in Russell's
sense.

4. The neurclogical level of receipt

and storage shall be defined. [G.B.]
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HOLIST o Pt i

The holist and serialist strat-
egies are two kinds of learning
strategy that are initially exclusive

under the conditions of a strict

conversation anchored upon a given
domain. [G.P.]

MEMORY

A memory is a concept that re-
constructs or stablises or reproduces

other concepts; by extrapolation
(legitimised in view of the estab-
lished existence of Fuzzy reproduc-
tive programs) learning is the

construction or production of a
concept. [G.P.]

MEMORY

The irreducible uncertainity of an
observer with incomplete knowledge of the
present internal state of a non-trivial

machine (say, a living organism), which

the observer interprets as a property
of the machine. [H.V.F.]
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MEMORY

Conscious experience is the cortical (cognitive) interpre-
tation of a particular level of subcortical arousal. Hence
experience is state-bound (or memorized) since it can be re-
called either by inducing a particular level of arousal or by
presenting some symbol (image, melody, etc.) of its interpre-
tation. |

Memories, then are 'flashbacks' either on an individual
level or on that of the species. More specifically, memory
refers to that Platonic knowledge, "which is already there",
the human 'program' laid down in not more than a dozen or so
(archetypal) great stories, pictures, statues, songs, etc.
which are re-created, written, composed, sculpted by each
generation. Thus creativity re-affirms the self-descriptive
nature of a process which reflects by reflecting itself.

In this state-bound sense all art is . Pronmeey
good art insofar as it can re-induce an “"f:};”“ '.mgﬁzmmw
experiential 'high' which closely resembles o= ,mmmf/7“”

° pelilexinstisn < struct!
that level of arousal which prevailed in- \\\///l :L,//P _
the composer, painter or poet 'once upon a NS e

time'. [R.F.]
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MODEL

Model of a theory is a structure such LT./'.'/T\.K
that every theorem of the theory holds true ===/ ===} =
\ / A O

in the structure. [L.L.] utir et
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MODEL

Model is a triadic concept consisting of.that which is to
be modelled, that which is to perform the modelling, and the
context dependent assignment operator making the correspondency..
the model-filter. What this definition captures is the plinth
of MODEL which is that a model is not a representation devoid
of extension but a dynamic structure with a pulsation similar
to that of the sea's edge constantly fitting and refitting to
the land creating a shoreline. Said another way, the model is

an interaction between an organizing system and the environment

it is embedded in via context dependent _ ... ane. tterapornes
transmitals of information. This allows \\\l4/*m““:f” e
models to predict and reinterpret the géi::{;gr?wm f$T:?m%%m

world. [J.K.]

MODEL

We see that persons express to one another and are impressed
by one another on the basis of imaginative activity albeit for
concerted activity, we fill out the imagined portion of interac-
tion in similar ways. When we manipulate the time and space of
social relations, we demonstrate our ability to imagine as the
‘other' does. For example, when I exclude another by pushing my
hand, etc., away from my body, the other sees the movement as
coming toward him. The movement of the body and its parts are
opposite in direction in the fields of perception of the actor
and the viewer. That we understand the meaning or intent of ges-
tures verbal as well as non-verbal, only underscores the imagina-
tive activity of social life. We cut space with our arms, legs,
eyes and words, circumscribing a place around ourselves in which
we include or exclude others and social objects. The observer
sees that we act out the sociological insight: personal identity
is something within but beyond the skin, created between the sub-
ject and some other significant person or object. Time and space
are the guasi-physical markers around which our memories and im-
aginations take shape. The observer is a modeler. If he enters
the place created by another, they make a model which is social,

its only elements: imaginings, memories, time and space. [P.C.]
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a) the process of
b)
through which a person

tion of a society;
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self-forma-
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tenance, economic or otherwise, of

a society. [R.H.H.]
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