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COURSE DESCRIPTION

CYBERNETICS OF CYBERNETICS
Instructor: Heinz Von Foerster

EE 272 Bph 199
EE 490 Bph 491

Fall Semester 1973, continued through
Spring Semester 1974.
3 hours (1 unit)/ semester

Prerequisite: Consent of Instructor.

Course Description

This is a project oriented course. Its principal aim is to arrive
at a format (model) for a publication (monograph, énthology, reader,
source book, handbook, catalogue, primer, or whatever) that, when pub-
lished, shall serve as a nucleus for a comprehensive presentation of
the full range of methods and concepts in cybernetics as they are
available today with regard to cognitive, social and cultural pro-
cesses. However, a knowledge of cybernetics is not required as a pre-
requisite in this course.

"First-Order Cybernetics" developed the epistemology for com-
prehending and simulating biological processes as, €.9., homeostasis,
habituation, adaptation, and other first-order regulatory processes.
"Second-Order Cybernetics" provides a conceptual framework with suf-
ficient richness to attack successfully such second-order processes
as, e.g., cognition, dialogue, socio-cultural interactions, etc.

It is the purpose of this course to make this conceptual frame-
work accessible to a large and diversified audience (from high school
students to university professors, from local organizers of voluntary
action programs to administrators of large civic systems), by a pub-
lication whose design should be accomplished on or about midterm of the
Spring Semester, 1974. The book to be designed will be a thousand
(1000) page velume, 8 1/2" by 11", to be run off on rotary presses.
Moreover, besides its internally fully interacting organization by
means of cross-referencing, concordance, glossary, and newly to be
developed graphic means, this volume is to be abundantly illustrated,
comparable to McLuhan-Fiore's The Medium is the Massage or the Whole

Earth Catalog, so that going through this volume should be an intel-
lectual as well as a visual feast.

Students who wish to participate in this course should be pre-
pared to meet exacting production schedules and a considerable work-
load. Last day for dropping this course will be the date as posted
in the University Calendar. Only those students should apply who

believe in learning by doing.
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